
 

4th October 2019 

FOCUS 
on 

ST MARY & ST THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
www.stmaryandthomasaquinas.co.uk 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@smstaquinas 
‘Together we strive for excellence, inspired by the joy of 

the Gospel’. 

Year 3 Assembly 
The children in Year 3 will be presenting their assembly to 

parents on Wednesday 9th  October at 9.10 a.m.                 

Refreshments will be available from 8.50  and all are       

welcome to attend. 

  

Tuesday Choir / Drama  

Wednesday Karate Bounce 

Thursday  

Friday Karate   

After school clubs this  W/C 7th Ocotber  

Pedestrian Training 
Pedestrian training has been arranged for Year 5 children on 

Friday 11th October in the afternoon. 

Half Term Holiday 
School will close at 3.15 p.m. on Friday 18th October for the 

half term holiday and re-open again on Monday 28th         

October. 

We need you ! 
Lunch time assistant required to work with our     

children during the lunch period which is 12 

noon until 1p.m. each day during term time. 

Application form and job description available 

from the school office or email                       

theresacostello@gateshead.gov.uk 

Cycle Training 
Due to the bad weather last week the Year 5 

cycle training was cancelled. The new date for 

Year 5 cycle training has been arranged for 

Monday 7th October a.m. Even though the 

weather was not kind to us the children had a 

great time on their bikes and scooters.  

Year 5 Mission 
The children in Year 5 will be spending the 

morning at St Thomas More school on Tuesday 

8th October. They will partake in  a ‘School 

Mission’ prepared by the school chaplain at St 

Thomas More. 

Change of Assembly date 
Please note that the next assembly for Year 1 has been 

changed to Wednesday 13th November at 9.10 a.m. and the 

next Year 2 assembly has been scheduled for Wednesday 

20th November. 

Flu Spray 
We have been notified by the  

immunisation team that the nasal flu 

spray will now be delivered to children on 

Monday 11th November 

Space Day - 29th November   

As you are aware, we are currently taking part in 

an Erasmus project with partner schools in Italy, 

France and Romania. The theme of this project is 

flight and the project title is ‘Fly High in  Europe’.  

We are currently working on space as part of the project.  

To celebrate our space work we will host a ‘space day’ on 

November 29th. The children are invited to come into school 

dressed in something on a space theme. This may be; an    

astronaut, an alien, a planet, or as simple as silver / cosmic 

theme or anything else you think of. 

We look forward to seeing the children’s costumes. 

Keep up to date with our Erasmus project work on our      

project website www.flyhighineurope.co.uk 

Foodbank Harvest Challenge  
Thank you very much for all the kind donations 

for the Foodbank Harvest Challenge. Sadie, 

Sophia and Anya did a count for this week and 

we are currently up to 309 tins and jars. Only 

191 to go! Please keep the donations coming 

in.  Thank you! 
Aldi’s kit for schools 
Aldi are running a campaign at the moment 

giving schools the chance to win £20,000 to 

kick-start a health legacy for their school. 

Every school who enters the  competition 

will also receive a sports kit. Please help us by collecting a 

sticker every time you spend over £30 in any Aldi store. 

There are over 300 stickers to collect. 

http://www.flyhighineurope.co.uk


Dates for your diary 
7th Oct   Movie Night 

8th Oct   Year 5 Mission at St Thomas More. 

9th Oct 9.15 a.m. Year 3 Assembly 

11th Oct   Year 5 Pedestrian  training 

18th Oct   Year 6 Pedestrian training 

18th Oct   School ‘Space Day’ 

21st-25th Oct  Half-term holiday 

26th-29th Nov  Book Fair   

30th Nov   Christmas Fair 11 a.m.  -  1 p.m. 

Photographs 
If you wish to purchase your 

child's photograph, please return 

your reply slip with payment by 

Thursday 10th October to the 

school office. 

Responses to Questionnaires 
Thank you very much for returning the questionnaires, we have had a great response. 99.2% of parents 

either agree or strongly agree with our ethos and mission at St Mary & St Thomas Aquinas. Many    

parents have made some extremely positive comments about the school for which we are very pleased, 

thank you.  

It was also very interesting and useful to read comments from some parents about how we can continue 

to improve. We have taken these comments very seriously and over the next few months will aim to 

start addressing them. Further improvement comments included: 

• More updates about Religious Education etc. on the school newsletter. 

• Alternate liturgy and assembly days to give working parents the opportunity to attend. 

• Some parents asked if other religions were taught. 

Thank you once again for your continued support and working in partnership with us. 


