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ST MARY & ST THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
www.stmaryandthomasaquinas.co.uk  

Follow us on Twitter 
@smstaquinas 

‘Together we strive for excellence, inspired by the joy of 

the Gospel’. 

Year of the Word Prayer 
Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to 
our hopes and fears and shows us how to live for one another.  Send us the Holy Sprit to open our hearts and 
minds so that we may be your witnesses throughout the world. 

Year 3 Assembly 
The children in Year 3 will be presenting their assembly 
to parents on Wednesday 29th January at 9.10 a.m. 
Doors will open at 9 am when refreshments will be 
available and all are welcome to attend. 

Year 3  River Walk 

 

On Monday 27th January the      
children from Year 3 will be going 
on a river walk as part of their     
geography curriculum. 

Space Day - Thursday 30th January 

The children are invited to come into school dressed in 
something on a space theme. This may be; an           
astronaut, an alien, a planet, or as simple 
as silver / cosmic theme or  anything 
else you think of. 
We look forward to seeing the children’s 
costumes. 
Keep up to date with our Erasmus     
project work on our project website 
www.flyhighineurope.co.uk 

Christmas Pantomime 
Many of our parents commented this year that the visit to the pantomime was very expensive, especially if you 
have more than one child in school. Parents also said that they liked to go to the panto as a family and therefore 
would rather their child didn’t go to the pantomime with the school. 
After some conversations with staff and more parents this term, we have decided that the school will no longer 
organise a school visit to the pantomime at Christmas in future years. 
In order for children to benefit from theatre shows and develop more of an interest in traditional stories, we have 
organised a musical theatre group to visit school on a regular basis throughout the school year. Our first theatre 
show will be held in the school hall on Friday 31st January and the story will be Robin Hood. All of the theatre 
shows will be held in school during the school day and there will be no cost to parents. 

Chinese Partnership Exchange 
This week we welcomed Yoyo and Tantan, from Shanghai into our school. Yoyo is in Year 2 Tantan in based in 
Reception class and both children will be with us for a further two weeks.  
On Monday 27th January, we will be welcoming another four Chinese children into Keystage 2. The four children 
from Beijing will be based in Years 4 and 5 class until Friday 31st January. 
With a shrinking world and a global economy, our pupils in future years will no doubt spend some of their adult 
lives communicating and working alongside colleagues across the world. Here at St Mary & St Thomas Aquinas, 
we recognise the significance and benefits of partnering with schools from other countries and forming strong 
schools from other countries and forming strong international links. From learning about languages and food to 
getting to meet their international peers in person - the benefits are colossal. 
I’m sure that our pupils as well as the Chinese children will learn much from each other over the next few weeks. 
We are all very aware and concerned about the Coronavirus in Wuhan and can therefore re-assure all parents that 
our school has carried out a full risk assessment and will continue to monitor the situation regarding our Chinese 
visitors. Yesterday, we were in contact with Public Health England (PHE) for advice about the situation. The    
advice to our school from Public Health England and Gateshead Local Authority was to continue with all          
arrangements as planned as they have no concerns at this moment in time. We will continue on a daily basis to  
visit the PHE website to stay current with the situation. 
Please feel re-assured that should the situation change then obviously in school we would have to re-assess the   
situation so that no-one, children, staff and parents etc. were put at risk. (Correct at time of publish) 

Cafod Assembly - On Wednesday 4th February, representatives from Cafod will be in school presenting as 
assembly and presentation to our children. 

http://www.flyhighineurope.co.uk


Dates for your diary 

 
 

Wed 5th Feb Year 6 Assembly  -  9.10 a.m. 
Fri 7th Feb  Year 4 Liturgy 2.45 p.m. 
Mon 10th Feb Movie Night 
Tue 11th Feb Internet Safety Day 
Tue 25th Feb Shrove Tue ( Pancake day in school) 

Half Term Holiday 
School will close at 3.15 p.m. on Friday 14th February 
for the half term holiday and re-open again on Monday 
24th February. 

After school clubs this  W/C 27th January 

  

Tuesday Choir / Drama  

Wednesday Computer Club 

Thursday  

Friday Karate   

School Security 
Thank you to all parents who are helping us to keep 
our children safe. A gentle reminder that all parents 
should access school each morning and evening via 
the bottom gate. The bottom gate is open each 
morning very early and is locked at 9.30 a.m. Each 
evening, the bottom gate is opened at 3 p.m. and 
locked approx. 3.45 p.m. 

Stained Glass Window Competition 

 

Thank you to everyone who entered this competition. 
Standards were very high and we are struggling to find 
a winner. We will let you know when we have decided. 
Thank you for your patience. 

Congratulations 

 

Well done to Lucy Johnson in Year 4 
who has completed all of her       
swimming badges. Could the next 
challenge be swimming the channel! 

The Year of the Word 

 
 

Bible Bag 
 

A resource to support home-school links during the Year of the Word 
 

How to use 

 
 

The Year of the Word ‘Bible Bag’ is a resource which will be sent home to families to enable them to share a 
Bible story and to reflect on what God’s word means. Throughout the year you are invited to celebrate, live 
and share God’s word. The Bible Bag is a simple way to do this. 
Our bags start going home tonight and will continue to go home on a rota basis throughout 2020. Families 
choose a bible story to read together. They can bookmark the page with a post-it-note, perhaps saying  what 
they enjoyed about the story or with a little illustration. Families may wish to take a photograph of their       
children sharing the resource. This can be returned to school for a display or photograph album. 
 
Contents of bag: 

• The trifold leaflet explaining the resource. 

• A holding cross 

• A battery votive candle 

• An age appropriate Bible, possibly the Lion Storyteller Bible, The Lion Children’s Bible in 365 Stories, 
The Lion Children’s Bible or The Good News Bible. 

• Post-it-notes 

• A notebook for families to write a simple prayer in response to the Bible 
story read. 

 

Football 
Well done to our Year 6 footballers who came 2nd 
in an indoor 5-a-side competition at Thorpe    
Academy. 


