
ST MARY AND ST THOMAS AQUINAS  

CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

www.stmaryandthomasaquinas.co.uk 
 

 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 

22nd May 2020                                                                                                           

 

Dear Parents, 

When can more children return to school? 

 

This has been arguably one of the most challenging periods of time and we want to get all children 

back to school as soon as the scientific advice, as well as the advice from Gateshead Council allows.  

Our school has been open throughout these very difficult times for children of identified Key Workers 

as well as for any vulnerable children. At this point I would like to thank all of our families for 

respecting the difficult decisions we have had to make, as well as for the lovely comments many of 

you have forwarded to school, these have been very much appreciated.  

We have been guided by scientific advice at every stage and made huge efforts in school to ensure 

that protective measures are in place and that everyone adheres to strict social distancing. The latest 

advice from government is that there is scientific confidence that children of all ages have less severe 

symptoms than adults if they contract coronavirus. They go on to suggest that if/when schools do 

increase their pupil numbers, they should limit the number initially and then gradually begin to 

increase, as this reduces the risk of increasing the rate of transmission.  

Meetings have been taking place across Gateshead throughout the past weeks with representatives 

from schools, HR, Health and Safety experts, Education department and Public Health and after much 

discussion, the consensus was it is still too early to increase pupil numbers safely.   

In order to open Gateshead Schools to increased numbers of children safely, we have been advised 

that the initial date suggested by the government of 1st June is too early as Gateshead has one of the 

highest transmission and infection rates in the country for COVID19. 

 

Our school governing body met in school last week to conduct a full risk assessment, debate and 

discussion as to the way forward for St. Mary & St. Thomas Aquinas. After significant debate it was 

agreed that our school would not increase pupil numbers from 1st June. The reasons behind this 

difficult decision were: 

• Governors were cautious about bringing large numbers of people together in a confined 

space with little outbreak spaces in school. They acknowledged that the position may be 

improving but that the situation still remains very fragile, especially as transmission and 

infection rates in Gateshead has been identified as one of the highest in the country.   



• The scientific evidence is not yet conclusive regarding child to child and child to adult 

Coronavirus transmission. This is a significant issue when working with younger children 

where social distancing becomes impractical and unrealistic. If asymptomatic children are 

capable of spreading the virus the impact on families and communities would be severe. 

• The Government has yet to confirm progress on their five tests, which is a key condition 

they set for schools to bring more children into school. This is not expected until Friday 29th 

May which is too late for an opening of 1st June. 

It is hoped that our school will begin to increase pupil numbers from 8th June however, this will be 

dependent on a further robust risk assessment carried out. We will aim to begin the gradual 

reintroduction of more children, if it is safe and practicable however, it may not be possible to bring 

all children back to school. The social distancing measures which have been put in place across the 

school significantly reduces the amount of children we can safely accommodate. It may be that we 

will have reached our capacity in school with the key worker and vulnerable groups, so would be 

unable to admit additional children. If we are able to admit more children from 8th June, this would be 

gradual and cautious and most likely children from one-year group at a time.  

We fully understand and know the value of education for all children and want to see St. Mary & St. 

Thomas Aquinas full again, but we have to ensure that all children and adults are safe in school.   

Thank you again for your patience and support in these very difficult times and please be assured that 

we will continually update you of progress via e-school and our school website. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

Elaine White 

Headteacher 

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

  


