
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 May 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Possible re opening of school from 1st June 

 

Many of you will already be aware of the recent updates by the Prime Minister announcing a gradual  

re-opening of primary schools from 1st June 2020. The suggestion from the government is to implement a 

phased return starting with pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.  

This proposal remains under regular review and will only take place if the infection rates remain 

low. 

With this in mind, at the moment there is no change to the current guidance. Schools will continue to 

provide childcare for those already identified parents whose work is critical to the COVID – 19 

response (critical and Key workers only) and only to those children who are identified as vulnerable. 

 

As with the process of going into lockdown, we are all hearing these messages at the same time. This 

obviously raises lots of questions and scenarios which schools must plan for effectively and we are now 

waiting to receive more detailed information from the Government, Department for Education and 

Gateshead Local Authority about what this will mean for us here at St. Mary & St. Thomas Aquinas. 

 

I want to re-assure you that the senior leaders here at school have been and will continue to work hard to 

ensure that the safety of all pupils and all staff is paramount and always foremost in our minds. ALL 

decisions made about the phased return of pupils and the particular year group of pupils returning, will be 

based upon the safest way possible to limit the risk of the virus spreading.    

We will be using the next few weeks to ensure that we carefully and safely manage the process of  

re-opening, and that we have all the required measures in place, so that St. Mary and St. Thomas Aquinas 

will be a safe place for your child to return to when the time is right. 

 

I appreciate that many children and their families may be anxious about many things but hope that you 

continue to trust and support us in making decisions based upon the safety for your child. 

 

In the meantime, Home Learning via our school website will continue. 

All of the staff at school have very much appreciated your kind messages, emails and thoughtful 

comments throughout these difficult weeks, thank you. 

 

I would like to end by taking this opportunity once again to thank you for all of your courage and support 

over the past weeks. The community of St. Mary & St. Thomas Aquinas has always been unique in its 

strength and unity, however in recent times this has been even more evident. 

If we continue to work together as one school family of faith, supporting each other where necessary, we 

will get through this period of uncertainty and continue to grow together. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Miss E. White 

Headteacher 
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