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Dear Parents, 

 

I would like to thank you for all your support and patience at this most uncertain time. 

It is incredibly challenging here in school and we are doing our utmost to have as many children in 

school as safely as possible. Equally, I know how challenging this is for you if you are having to 

work, as well as look after your children.  

You will no doubt have heard the latest government announcement yesterday. This announcement 

stated that primary schools nationally, would not be extending pupil numbers before September. This 

is, of course, very disappointing news for you and for us here at school. 

As you are already aware, our school has been open since the beginning of lockdown for any children 

known to be vulnerable and those children of critical workers. Based on government guidance to 

support social distancing, our school therefore has limited capacity. A set of criteria, based upon 

guidance from Gateshead Local Authority and DfE, has been approved by our governing body, and it 

is this criteria which is used to admit any pupils during the Coronovirus period.  Based upon this 

criteria, our school has almost reached its capacity, which sadly means that we will not be able to 

accommodate all of our children before September as we had hoped to. We will however, continue to 

review our provision in light of ongoing local and national guidance, alongside our own risk 

assessment which was completed in accordance with advice from Gateshead LA and DfE. Our 

primary intention has to be, to keep all of our children, staff and the wider school community safe, 

It has been great to see some children back in school and others working so hard from home. Many 

children appear to have adapted well to the new arrangements and to see so many children engaging 

positively in their learning, both within school and from home, has been very encouraging.  

Many of you I’m sure will be concerned, or have queries, about transition for your child into their 

next class. Under the current circumstances, our normal transition sessions and meetings can’t take 

place in their usual format, however, we can guarantee an alternative transition session/s before the 

end of this term.  

The leadership team alongside myself, are currently working on producing a transition package for 

children in all year groups throughout the school. The aim of this package is to introduce children to 

their new teacher, as well as trying to alleviate any anxieties they may have about returning to school. 

We will be starting to roll out the programme with children currently in Year 6 who are moving to 

Year 7, followed by children moving to Reception class in September. The next transition will address 

pupils moving from KS1 to KS2 followed by Reception, Year 1, Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and finally 

Nursery.  



 As well as looking at transition programmes for all children, we have also been working on a 

‘closure’ activity / events. These closure activities will give priority to our current Year 6 pupils and 

then move throughout each class in school.  

More information regarding both transition and closure activities will be sent out to parents as soon as 

possible. 

Please be assured that we continue to be committed to supporting every child and every family. We 

are continuing to work hard to maintain and further develop home learning opportunities for all 

children, as well as keeping you up to date of current situations via e-school and the school website. 

Our school ethos has always been based around a healthy and supportive relationship between our 

children, their families and all of the school staff, and I am thankful for all of your support, patience 

and co-operation during the past few months.  I know I speak for all of the staff when I say how much 

we are missing the children and the contact with yourselves. It has been lovely to receive so many 

positive emails, photographs and comments from many of you, thank you. 

I hope this letter has clarified our current situation, but should you have any queries / concerns then 

please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

 Take care and stay safe. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

Elaine White 

Headteacher 

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

  


