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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope that you are all well and coping in these very challenging times. I want to thank you again for 

your patience and re-assure you that we are continually reviewing the guidance issued by the 

Government, Public Health England and Gateshead Local Authority. Risk Assessments are carried 

out regularly to ensure that we put all protective measures in place for the health and safety of all at 

St. Mary & St. Thomas Aquinas.   

We all want our normal lives back and want to see happy and safe children in school.  

As you are aware, the Department of Education (DfE) asked schools to widen their pupil intake from 

1st June where possible, following a thorough risk assessment. As part of national and social 

distancing measures to limit the spread of coronavirus, we have had to limit the number of children 

attending our school to ensure that pupils and staff attending could do so safely. This decision was 

based upon a thorough risk assessment being carried out by our Governors and Senior leaders of the 

school following advice given to us by PHE and DfE. 

Over the past weeks, we have worked tirelessly to ensure that the children in vulnerable groups and 

those of critical Key Workers are prioritised, whilst adhering to social distancing measures. 

Following the Government and Public Health England guidance regarding protective measures and 

social distancing, our school has now reached capacity and we are therefore not in a position at this 

stage to expand our pupil numbers any further. Many of you will be disappointed that a place can’t be 

offered for your child, especially as more parents are being asked to return to work and I apologise for 

this.  We will continue to monitor this situation and keep you informed as to if and when more pupil 

places become available. 

There have been some concerns raised by a few parents, worried that their child is missing out on the 

curriculum being taught in school. I can re-assure you that no new learning will be taking place at all 

for those children attending school. Staff will continue to upload Home Learning activities to the 

school website on a regular basis and it is these Home Learning tasks which will be followed by 

pupils in school.   

Over the next weeks, we will continue to work closely with Gateshead Local Authority and other 

professionals. We will continue to review our own measures in school based upon the scientific 

evidence and guidance given to us by PHE and DfE and keep you up to date via the website.  

I wish you and your families good health and as always, please don’t hesitate to get in touch should 

you have any queries. 

Kind regards             



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

  


