
‘Together we strive for excellence, inspired by the joy of 

the Gospel’. 

 

10th July 2020 

FOCUS 
on 

ST MARY & ST THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
www.stmaryandthomasaquinas.co.uk 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter 
@smstaquinas 

Year of the Word Prayer 
Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and 
shows us how to live for one another.  Send us the Holy Sprit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your witnesses throughout 

the world. 

Uniform 
A reminder to parents that the school uniform can 
be    ordered from our school supplier online. 
(www.totstoteams.com) A gentle reminder that no 
trainers or jewellery should be worn as part of the 
school uniform. 

Welcome Morning - Monday 13th July 
Parents of children starting Reception class in 
September have been invited to meet with Miss 
Wilson on Monday 13th July. The short meeting 
will take place in the school hall and we ask that 
parents try to keep to their appointment time. 

September / New Academic Year 2020 
We are expecting ALL children to return to school in          
September. Children in Years 1 to 6 inclusive will return on 
Thursday 3rd September. Children in Nursery and Reception 
classes should have received a letter from school indicating 
their start date. 

Summer Holidays 
Please note that school closes at 3.15 p.m. on Thursday 16th July for the summer holidays 

First Confessions & First Holy Communions 
Parents of children in Year 3 or older can now apply for their 
child to join the parish programme for Holy Communion 
next year. Application forms are available via the parish 
website and all completed forms should be returned to Fr. 
Rose by Friday 17th July. 

Autumn Term  -  September 
Whilst all children will be returning to school in September, measures will still be in place to minimise contact and 
reduce risk. Access and egress to school will continue as we are now, a one way system entering at the bottom 
gate and exiting via vehicular gates. 
• Most classrooms throughout school have been re-arranged so that all children will be facing forward. 
• Lunchtimes and playtimes will be staggered so that ‘bubbles’ don’t mix 
• There will be staggered start and finish times for pupils. 
• Different ‘pick-up’ spots will be organised for parents collecting children at the end of the school day. 
We will be sending out more detailed information in next weeks Focus regarding starting times and end of day 
times. 

School Meals Increase 
A reminder to all parents that on 1st April 2020 Gateshead Council increased the cost of a school meal to £2.70. 
 
Can you please log onto sims pay to finalise any dinner monies owing before the end of this  academic year. 

Thank You 
A sincere thank you to all of the parents 
who currently have children attending 
school for your patience with us.  
It has become increasingly more difficult 
to release children at the end of the day 
as the numbers have increased. 

 

On this road called life, you have to 
take the good with the bad, smile 
when you are sad, love what you got, 
and remember what you had. Always 
forgive, but never forget. People 
change. Things go wrong. But just 
remember, the ride goes on. 




