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Year of the Word Prayer 
Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and 
shows us how to live for one another.  Send us the Holy Sprit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your witnesses throughout 

the world. 

Goodbye and Goodluck 
This week we said goodbye to our Year 6 children. They have been a wonderful cohort of children as they moved 
through the school.  Whilst their time in Year 6 was cut short due to Covid 19, they proved themselves to be     
outstanding role models to their special friends in Reception class. They worked hard always trying their best; not 
just in their academic achievements but in the behaviour they demonstrated around our school, values of respect, 
tolerance and responsibility. They are a credit to themselves, their families and St Mary and St Thomas Aquinas’ 
Primary School. 
I would like to wish each of them every future success. 
   Katie Anderson  Bethany Auton  Olivia Batey  Alexander Bibby 
  Maya Bowden  Jack Coleman  Evan Conway  Alice Cowen   
  Isaac Dickinson  Daniel Fox   Aidan Gimza  Elise Graham 
  Zack Graham  Harriett Griggs  Ellie Harrison  Emilia Harrison  
  Aaron Kent   Joseph Khadaroo  Alice Lancon  Corwin Martin  
  Emma McGill  William Meikle  Livia Michelini  Jamie Mills 
  Isobel Penny  Jamie Sutton  Caleb Thevar  Harry Thorogood   
  Solomon Wallace Scarlett Walsh  Layla Wheatly  Zach Winter 

Thank You 
Now that we have arrived at the end of a very strange year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 
parents for continuously supporting our school throughout these difficult times.  
No one could possibly have predicted that our own country would be placed in lockdown, with the  closure of 
schools across the country.  The past few months have been extremely difficult and challenging for everyone. The 
majority of the time, things went well and it appeared that learning remotely went reasonably smoothly, but we 
also know that at times, it was not perfect and the stress levels for many were high. However, throughout all of 
this we all continued to learn and grow.   
We started off in March with quite low numbers of children in school but this quickly grew so that we were able to 
cater for all children of parents who were identified as key workers, particularly those in the NHS.  
Our school remained open throughout the pandemic, only closing on Good Friday, Easter Monday and Bank    
Holiday Monday. I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank all of the staff at school and Gateshead 
Local Education Authority, who in spite of their own worries about the health and safety of their families,         
continued to provide a service for our school community. 
A very sincere thank you must also go to you as parents for your patience, understanding and willingness to work 
with us at school throughout the past months. 
The pace of change was relentless and sometimes we were only informed of another change from the government 
at the same time as the public, so thank you for supporting us with this. 
I feel truly privileged to be headteacher of St Mary and St Thomas Aquinas’ community where the ‘can do’       
solution focussed approach to challenges and commitment to children is so prevalent. 
Thank you and I hope you all have a most enjoyable and safe summer holiday. 

School Meals Increase 
A reminder to all parents that on 1st April 2020 Gateshead Council increased the cost of a school meal to £2.70. 
 
Can you please log onto sims pay to finalise any dinner monies owing before the end of this  academic year. 



September 
On a topic that I’m sure is on everyone’s mind is what school will look like in September? For children in Years 1 
to Year 6 the arrangements are as follows; 
 

Mornings 
• All parents and children should access school via the bottom pedestrian gate. 
• Gate will open no earlier than 8.40 a.m. 
• We politely ask that parents try as far as possible to adhere to the social distancing markers on the school 

path. 
• Parents are asked to leave their child at the top of the path where a member of staff will be waiting. Parents 

should then exit the school via the vehicular gates. 
Evenings 

• Children in Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 who have NO SIBLINGS in school will be escorted each evening by their 
class teacher to the church gates. Parents should walk up Stella Lane and collect their child from the church 
at 3.10 p.m. 

• The rest of the children in Years 1,2,3,4,5 and 6 will be waiting in school to be collected by parents at 3.15 
p.m.  Parents should walk up the internal path, collect their children and then exit school via the vehicular 
gates. 

Nursery and Reception 
• A letter will be going out to all parents who have children in Nursery and Reception in September            

explaining the arrangements for entry and exit, along with starting times. 
 
In September we are expecting ALL children back to school. We have already been advised by DFE that         
precautions must still be in place until further notice and so we ask parents, to help us with this:- 
• Children should only bring to school a small book bag - NO large bags or rucksacks 
• Children can still bring into school their water bottles and packed lunch bags 
• All children should wear full school uniform. On days when the children are timetabled for P.E. the children 

should come to school wearing their P.E. kits. No P.E. kits will be allowed to stay in school cloakrooms. 

Faith in Action Award 
Congratulations to the 17 children from Year 6 who achieved the PIN badge of the Faith in Action Award. Over 
the year the children had taken part in activities to help others, such as fundraising, packing shoeboxes, making 
cards for the elderly and reading at Mass. They have also reflected on this service in the light of faith through   
journaling and reflection points. Well done everyone! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olivia Batey, Jamie Sutton, Scarlett Walsh, Layla Wheatly, Katie Anderson, Ellie Harrison, Maya Bowden, Alice 
Lancon, Alice Cowen, Emma McGill, Harriett Griggs, William Meikle, Isaac Dickinson, Livia Michelini, Caleb 
Thevar, Elise Graham and Bethany Auton. 

Congratulations  
A huge congratulations to    
Lewis from Year 5! Lewis and 
his sister Naomi entered their 
NHS pictures into the         
Newcastle Upon Tyne Trust 
Hospital competition and    
Lewis’s picture was selected to 
represent the trust in Fenwick’s 
window in Newcastle. Here is 
Lewis with his picture. 


