
 

 

 

ST MARY AND ST THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

 
25th August 2020 

 

Welcome back to school  

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

It seems such a long time since we were all together as one community but hopefully we can all return safely 

to school on Thursday 3rd September 2020. 

 

Over the past weeks, we have put lots of plans in place, as instructed by the government, to be able to fully 

re-open to all pupils from Nursery to Year 6. I hope this letter re- assures you about the safety precautions 

we have put in place and that you are able to use this information to help your child to return to school next 

week. 

 

While the risk to children becoming unwell due to coronavirus, we are told, is considered to be low, we will 

continue to put social distancing and infection control measures in place, as much as practically possible, to 

help keep all members of our school community safe. 

 

It is important that we maintain proportionate infection control and social distancing measures when we 

welcome back all pupils and staff from the start of the autumn term. To ensure everyone’s safety, we have 

had to make quite a few changes to our school day which we hope you will support us with. 

 

Access to school each morning 
 

Children in Reception, Years 1 to Year 6, can access school from 8.30 a.m. All children should access 

the school via the bottom gate on Stella Lane and walk up the internal path, being mindful of the distancing 

measures marked out on the path.  At the top of the path, children will be met by members of staff who will 

support/direct the children to their classrooms. All parents accompanying their child, will be asked to exit 

the school via the vehicular gates as soon as their child meets the member of staff at the top of the path.  We 

encourage as many parents as possible to allow their child to walk up the internal path without parents in 

order to avoid any congestion and request that parents do not congregate at the top of internal path. (Please 

note that the bottom gate will be locked until 8.30 a.m. and then will be locked again at 9.00 a.m. prompt.) 

Children in Years 3,4,5 and 6 will use the internal zebra crossing and follow the path to access their 

classroom via the external classroom doors on the veranda. During the holidays, external cupboards have 

been built for each of the classes in KS2 and are situated immediately outside of each classroom door. 

Children will be asked to hang their coat in the dedicated cupboard before entering the classroom. Once 

inside the classroom, children will be directed to wash their hands at the internal classroom sink before 

sitting down. 

Children in Years 1 and 2 will access the school building via the side door beside HT Office, hang up their 

coats in their respective cloak cupboards, enter the classroom and wash their hands before sitting down at 

their desk. 

Children in Reception Class will be met by Miss Wilson (Class teacher) at top of path, who will then 

escort the children to the classroom via the reception yard. 

 

If children arrive at school after the gates are locked at 9.00 a.m. then they should ring the bell at the 

vehicular gate and speak to a member of the office staff. Unfortunately, parents will not be allowed on site 

past any of the access points. 



 

Children in Nursery – The Nursery will commence at 9.30 a.m. each day. Parents should access the school 

via the bottom gate on Stella Lane from 9.20 a.m. each morning and then walk up the internal path where 

they will be met by a member of staff.  The member of staff will escort the child and parent to the Nursery 

yard via the external pathways. As soon as the child is safely in the Nursery yard, the parent will be 

requested to leave the premises via the vehicular gates. All gates will be locked at 9.40 a.m. each day. 

Parents of Nursery children will be informed on their first day of arrival in school as to how, along with the 

time, they can collect their child each day.  

 

Exit from school each evening 

 
At 3.10 p.m. each day, the children in Year 3 to Year 6 who have NO siblings in Reception, Year 1 or 

Year 2 classes, will be escorted by their class teacher to the church carpark, at which point they will be lined 

up in their respective classes. Parents of these children should walk up Stella Lane and collect their child, 

again being mindful of social distancing in the lane. 

The bottom gate will re-open at 3.10 p.m. each day. 

 

At 3.20 p.m. All of the other children from Reception to Year 6 will be lined up and waiting at the top of the 

internal path. Parents should access school via the bottom gate, walk up internal path, collect their child/ren 

and leave the premises immediately via the vehicular gates.   

 

NB. Please note that staff will NOT be able to stand and chat to parents either at the beginning or the 

end of the school day. If parents wish to speak to a member of staff then we politely advise that you 

phone school after 3.30 p.m. each day or before 8.30 a.m. each morning. 

If teachers wish to speak to a parent, they will telephone them after school hours. 

 

Breakfast Club  

 
We have been informed by the CEO of Blaydon Club who operates the Breakfast Club on our school site, 

that Breakfast Club will not be operating during the first few weeks. The CEO apologises for any 

inconvenience and hopes to have the Breakfast Club facility open again as soon as possible. The CEO will 

be informing parents of the future arrangements. 

 

After School Club 

 
The Blaydon After School Club will be operating as usual. Children who will be attending this club will be 

asked to meet in the school hall at the end of each school day and wait for the mini bus to arrive to take 

children to Blaydon Centre. 

 

Classes  

 
Classes will be in distinct groups until further notice and will not be mixing as usual at playtimes and 

lunchtimes. Each class will have their own allocated times during the day for play and lunchtime. 

 

School Uniform 

 
It is expected that all pupils wear the correct uniform to school each day. No trainers allowed. 

 

P.E. – There will be no P.E. lessons during the first week of the term. Children will be informed  during 

week 1 when their P.E. lesson will be each week thereafter. Children should NOT bring their P.E. kits into 

school. On the scheduled day when children will be doing P.E. they should come into school dressed in their 

P.E. Kits. It is hoped that most of the P.E. lessons will be conducted outside. (A letter explaining 

arrangements for P.E. will be sent out to parents during the first week).  



 

NB. Please note that children should NOT bring P.E. bags/kits into school unless instructed. Until 

further notice, P.E. kits cannot stay in school overnight. 

Water Bottles  

 
Children are encouraged to bring into school their own water bottle, clearly labelled with their name. 

 

School Bags  

 
Children are strongly discouraged from bringing large bags into school as we are unable to store them at this 

point in time. A small book bag is adequate. 

 

Lunch times 
 

The school catering team will be providing hot meals only until further notice. They will NOT be providing 

sandwiches. 

Lunchtimes will be staggered and social distancing guidelines adhered to. Some children may be asked to 

have their lunch in their classroom if necessary. 

We do encourage that all children who are eligible for a free school meal either through FSM or Universal 

System (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2), do take up this free meal rather than bringing in a packed lunch 

from home. 

If children do have to bring a packed lunch into school then this MUST be in a small bag, which ideally can 

then be disposed of at the end of lunchtime. 

During this difficult COVID period we encourage ALL children to have a hot school lunch. 

 

Assemblies 

 
There will be no assemblies, Liturgies, Mass etc. to which parents are usually invited for the foreseeable 

future. We will inform parents as soon as this changes. 

 

Educational Visits  

 
There will be no educational visits during the Autumn term. 

 

If your child becomes unwell 

 
If your child becomes unwell at school and develops a new, continuous cough, high temperature, or a loss 

of, or change in, their normal sense of smell or taste, parents will be asked to come to school and collect 

their child immediately.  

If you or anyone else in your household, show any of the above symptoms of COVID-19, you MUST stay at 

home. In this situation, please telephone school and make us aware. 

 

Church Car-park  

 
Please note that the back church car-park will be closed all day and the main church car-park will be closed 

in the afternoons during each working week until further notice. Apologies to parents who usually take 

advantage of the off-road parking, but these measures are necessary to help address the health and safety 

issues raised by the school Covid-19 protocols. 

 

Curriculum / Anxieties 

 
Upon returning to school, the first few weeks will be used to ease pupils back into a routine, along with 

addressing any worries/issues that they may have as a result of the current situation. Our first and foremost 



 

focus will be your child’s emotional well-being, ensuring that they feel safe and secure once again in the 

classroom and around school. 

We will of course make any necessary changes to the curriculum to cater for the fact that the children may 

have missed months of education. 

 

 

Thank you for your support 
 

This is going to be a difficult term for us all.  

We will continue to take advice from our Local Education Authority as well as government and continually 

review the measures we have in place to ensure the safety of all. 

We will keep parents informed on a regular basis of any updates/ changes etc. via the weekly school 

newsletter, e-school and the school website. 

 

We do ask all parents to support us with the new protocols we have had to put in  place, and assure you, that 

although we cannot guarantee anything, we are committed to supporting you and your child as they 

transition back into a familiar school routine in September. 

 

As always, we hope you and your family remain safe and well and look forward to seeing you all again at 

the beginning of the new academic year. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss E. White 

Head teacher   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

  


