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Year of the Word Prayer 
Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and 
shows us how to live for one another.  Send us the Holy Sprit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your witnesses throughout 

the world. 

Welcome to the start of a new academic year 
Welcome back to school everyone and a special welcome to all of our new children and their families. It certainly 
has been a very challenging start to the new school year! 
 
Throughout the summer holidays, staff throughout school worked very hard to ensure all of the necessary safety 
measures were in place for the start of term. We have completed a COVID-19 specific risk assessment to help 
keep everyone as safe as possible. 
Some of our safety measures include; children being taught in class bubbles, forward facing in classes where    
possible.  
 
• Enhanced cleaning of the school premises 
• Handwashing and sanitising begins at the beginning of each school day as children enter their classroom. 

This continues at regular intervals throughout the school day. 
• Play equipment and educational equipment are cleaned more frequently 
• Classrooms are kept well ventilated 
• A strict visitor policy is in place to minimise the number of visitors on site 
• A slightly staggered start time at the beginning and end of the school day to help parents socially distance 
 
We will continue to review and amend our practice according to the guidance given to us on a regular basis by 
Public Health England. 

Thank you & Well done 
A big thank you and well done to all of our children. They have adapted so well to the new measures in place and 
are extremely respective of them. 
Sincere thanks to all parents for your patience with us as we strive to ensure we have the best protective measures 
in place to ensure the safety of all. 
Our school building, especially the hall and corridors are very small and with only one entrance into school, this 
has made lunchtimes, access, egress, playtimes even more challenging! 
Limiting the amount of equipment and bags your child brings into school each day has helped us immensely,    
especially in keystage 2 where we are unable to use the cloakroom for storage. 

Lunchtimes  
Only 2 ‘bubbles’ at any time can be accommodated in the school hall for lunch. This means that lunchtime can 
sometimes span across two hours instead of the normal one hour. We have to ensure that the ‘bubbles’ don’t mix, 
either in the hall or when they are out playing on the yard, which again is very small. 
 
Gateshead LA have said that they will no longer be providing sandwiches as an option throughout the Covid     
period, hot meals only are available. 
This week, to help us as a school get all of the children through the lunch hall, ensuring they have quality time to 
eat as well as having a nutritious meal, the lunch option has been more limited. The children however have coped 
extremely well and there has been very little waste of food. From next Monday, we will be introducing the option 
of a jacket potato on Mondays and Thursdays. The lunch menu is organised over a 3 week cycle and you will be 
able to download a copy from our school website.  We will be continuing to work closely with our school cook to 
ensure all children receive a nutritious meal and we will be gradually introducing more options.   



P.E. 
During the COVID period, schools have been advised that children should NOT get changed for P.E. In school. 
The school P.E. timetable starts next week and we plan to hold most lessons outdoors, so please ensure that your 
child dresses accordingly with tracksuit bottoms and a jumper over the top of their P.E. kit or  shorts and school T. 
shirt.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note that Year 3 children will be taking part in outdoor learning immediately after P.E. and will need to 
bring outdoor footwear or wellingtons on that day. 
 
Year 6 children will also take part in outdoor learning on alternate Thursdays. Children will be made aware of the 
weeks this is happening so that they can bring in outdoor footwear or wellingtons. 

 Rec Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6 

Monday        

Tuesday        

Wednesday        

Thursday        

Friday        

Homework / Reading books 
Homework and reading books (where appropriate), will be sent home on Thursday evenings and we ask that they 
are returned each Monday. This is to allow staff to sanitise any returned books before they are re-distributed the 
following Thursday to another child. 

Breakfast Club 
We were informed at the beginning of this academic year that 
Blaydon Team are unable to operate Breakfast Club on our site at 
this point in time. They are hoping to start-up the Breakfast Club 
as soon as possible, so we will keep you all up to date via the   
FOCUS. 

After School Club 
The Blaydon Team have now started their 
‘After School Club’, so please get in touch 
directly with them should you require their 
service.  
Telephone - 0191 4147849 

E schools / Sims Pay / Hand Gel 
E schools is a platform for school to keep in 
touch with parents and for parents to get up to 
date newsletters, book parents evenings and 
much more. You can access this via our school 
website under the parents section. If you have 
forgotten your login details please contact the 
school office.  
New parents will be issued login details at the 
beginning of next week. 
 
We also have an online payment system called 
Sims Pay. This will enable you to pay for 
school trips, after school clubs and school 
lunches. Login details will also be given out 
next week.  
School lunches can be paid for weekly,   
monthly or even termly. A school meals costs 
£2.75 a day. 
 
We have noticed some children have brought 
in their own hand gel. We have enough in 
school which the teachers ensure that it is     
distributed safety to children as it can be very 
harmful and some children have allergies to it. 
If children need to bring in their own hand gel 
for medical reasons then this must be given to 
the class teacher who will monitor it being 
used.  

Concerns / Anxieties 

 

I would like to reassure everyone that we are doing everything 
we can to help protect our children and families. Some of the 
measures in place may be different from other schools and     
settings and some parents may not always agree with our       
decisions, but we do hope that we are putting measures/solutions 
in place to meet the needs of the majority. 
Could I please ask that if you have any queries, concerns etc. no 
matter how small, then please phone the school office on  
0191- 4143116 and we will try our very best to help. I am aware 
that some parents are posting their queries or concerns on Social   
Media. Please speak to someone at school to answer your    
question as staff will not be engaging with Social Media. 
Thank you in advance for your support with this. 

If a child shows symptoms of COVID-19 while at 
school 
Any children showing symptoms will be: 
• Isolated immediately and looked after by a member of 

staff 
• A parent /carer will be contacted immediately so           

arrangements can be made for the child to be collected 
• The child will be sent home as soon as possible and you 

will need to arrange to have them tested 

Hands    Face    Space 



Parish Masses 
Our church here at Stella is open for 3 masses each weekend. 
• Saturday at 12 noon and 5 p.m. 
• Sunday at 10.00 a.m. 
 
Our church is fully COVID-19 protocol compliant. Our preparation for 
re-opening began 5 months ago with the help of local medics and our 
health and safety team. Our children and family room is also open for 
celebrations of Baptism, First Holy Communion and Marriage. See our 
Parish Website (Stellachurch.co.uk) or face book page (Stella Church) 
for further details. 

Congratulations 
Throughout last year, Mrs Bishop worked extremely hard with 
all staff and children across school to ensure that our Geography 
curriculum was the best it could be. Towards the end of last 
term, Mrs Bishop submitted an application for our school to 
achieve the Primary Geography Quality Mark. 
We are delighted to have been awarded the Silver Award        
Geography Quality Mark, which identified that geography 
throughout our school curriculum is a vibrant and creative     
subject. The report acknowledged that our school has been 
awarded silver for leading highly effective whole school        
approaches that support excellence in geography. Well done 
Mrs Bishop and children. 


