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Year of the Word Prayer 
Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and 
shows us how to live for one another.  Send us the Holy Sprit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your witnesses throughout 

the world. 

Christmas Lunch 
On Friday 11th December, our 
school cook will be making our 
traditional Christmas lunch. On 
this day there will be NO JACKET POTATOES. 
If your child normally stays for packed lunch, but 
would like to have the Christmas dinner can you 
please email me to let me know so that I can order 
them one.  
hazelamandagreen@gateshead.gov.uk 

Sims Pay / School Lunches 
Can we please ask that you log on to Sims Pay on a regular 
basis to pay for school lunches. School lunches cost £2.75 a 
day (£13.75 a week).  
Should children wish to change from packed lunch to school 
dinners for the cold weather, they can do so at the beginning 
of each half term or if they give school a week’s notice.  

Packed Lunches 
We try to encourage the children to have a healthy packed 
lunch as we are a healthy school. A lot of children are    
bringing in high sugar snacks and sweets. Would it be       
possible to limit this to a special treat day, like a birthday     
celebration. Thank you. 

Reports 
Parents should have received their child’s report by now as 
all reports were either given out yesterday or today. Year 6 
reports were posted out to parents on Thursday. 

Parent Consultations 
Staff will be phoning all parents next week at the allocated 
times. Unfortunately, we will have to limit the calls to no 
longer than 10 minutes in order to speak to all parents. 

Covid 
Thank you for all of your support throughout these 
difficult times, it is very much appreciated. The 
children in Year 3 are now back to school and 
Year 6 children and staff return on Tuesday 1st 
December. Let’s hope that we don’t have to ask 
any more class bubbles to isolate! 
Even though the government are lifting the 
month’s lockdown regulations, here at school we 
are still continuing with adhering to the 2m social 
distancing guidance. 

Christmas 
Christmas in school is going to be very different this year due 
to Covid. Guidance from DFE still highly recommends that 
we continue as we are, i.e. staggered lunchtimes and       
playtimes, no mixing of bubbles and if 2 classes do come  
together then this must be at a 2m distance and preferably in 
a large space. 
It is very important to us that we still celebrate the true  
meaning of Christmas with our children and have therefore 
organised all children to partake in ‘The Christmas Story’. 
The children in Reception class will dress as characters from 
the Nativity, whilst each class in 
turn will sing and record a 
Christmas song. Hopefully, all of 
this will be enhanced by a       
narration from some children 
higher up the school about the 
birth of Jesus. We are hoping that 
at some point during the last 
week of his term we will be able 
to record and upload this to the school website so that all  
parents can view ‘The Christmas Story’ 

Santa 
Santa usually visits school but unfortunately this 
year, due to Covid he is unable to come. The good 
news however is that he has been in touch with 
school to suggest that he organises a zoom      
meeting with 
the children. 
The children 
will be able to 
speak to Santa      
directly as Mr 
Patterson is 
setting up 
zoom      
meetings for 
each class in 
school, linked directly to Lapland! 

Christmas Holidays 

 

School closes at 3.15 p.m. on Friday 18th          
December for the Christmas holidays and re-opens 
again on Monday 4th January 2021. 



Gateshead/Newcastle families Magazine 
Due to the Covid situation we are unable to send 
the Nov/Dec magazine to your school to be       
distributed to the children. Please clink on the link 
below to see this months brochure. It is full of   
resources and ideas to help you and your family 
through the autumn term and keep your children 
entertained, busy and productive.   
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/famnov-
dec_digital_ng-4?fr=sYmM2MDIyNzI3MDA 

Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 11th December 

 

Children are asked to come into school that day wearing a 
Christmas Jumper. As well as having Christmas lunch on 
that day, children can partake in a live panto which is being 
streamed through school. We will also be having small gifts 
on sale which will range from 50p to £3. All money raised 
on this day will be donated to charity. Please support us in 
trying to raise money for our charity this year…’Brain     
Tumour North East’. Thank you in anticipation. 

Christmas Party Week 
School will be providing all of the refreshments 
this year. 
Monday 14th Dec Year 1 & Year 2 
Tuesday 15th Dec Year 3 & Year 4 
Wednesday 16th Dec Year 5, Year 6 & Nursery 
Thursday 17th Dec Reception 

Christmas Mass 
 

All children will have the opportunity to go to 
Mass before the end of this term. 
 
 

Thursday 17th Dec  KS1 children 
Friday 18th Dec   KS2 children 

Planning Application 
Parents may or may not be aware but a planning application has been submitted to the LA for the site at the    
bottom of the bank up to Stella Road (on Haugh Lane). It is expected that they will have an additional 30 vehicle 
movements each day, of which many of them are heavy vehicles. The vast majority of these vehicles will be 
moving to and from the Blaydon direction and therefore over the pedestrian crossing used by the vast majority of 
our pupils and parents on their way to and from school. 
This is a significant concern as there is no crossing patrol and we are also aware that a number of vehicles don’t 
stop when pedestrians approach the crossing. This addition of multiple heavy vehicles only raises the risk of a 
serious accident involving any of our children and parents. 
School will certainly be placing an objection to this planning application as well as contacting our local        
councillors. 

 

Should you wish to support us and submit your owing planning application objection, the details are as follows;  

 

Planning application objection DC/20/00936/COU  -  F.A.O. Josh Woollard 
Objections can be emailed to : enquiriesdevcon@gateshead.gov.uk 
        Liz.twist.mp@parliament.uk 
        Cllr.cbuckley@gateshead.gov.uk 

Email Addresses 
Can you please keep us updated if you change your email address. Your email address helps us to keep in touch 
with you, enables us to send information, newsletters and texts via eschools and it is also linked to Sims Pay, 
which is used for payments of lunch monies and trips. 

Easy fundraising 
We would like to thank our Parents Teacher Association who have performed a 
sterling job of fund-raising for our school for many years. Their contribution to 
school life both financially and with exciting activities has been quite a miss this year.  Unfortunately, we have 
lost out on so many fun events this year, as well as fund-raising (especially the Christmas Fair).  A simple way 
for families to support us this year is to sign up to Easyfundraising. While you are Christmas shopping and   
shopping in the January sales, you could be raising funds for us. See how it works below: 
Thank you to everyone for raising donations for St Mary & St Thomas Aquinas Primary School with 
#easyfundraising! If you haven't signed up yet, it's easy and completely FREE. 4,400 shops and sites will donate 
to us when you use easyfundraising to do your everyday online shopping - at no extra cost to you! Every         
donation you raise makes a difference to us so please sign up & share today. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/stthomasaquinasps/?invite=4GMLQD%26referral-campaign=c2s%26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%
26utm_content=srt 

Plus we get a £5 bonus donation when new supporters sign up and raise £5. 
Total raised to date is £599.93 by 67 supporters 
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https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/famnov-dec_digital_ng-4?fr=sYmM2MDIyNzI3MDA
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h373100df,277f9fd4,256c8750&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stthomasaquinasps&p2=4GMLQD
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h373100df,277f9fd4,256c8750&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stthomasaquinasps&p2=4GMLQD
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