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Year of the Word Prayer 
Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and 
shows us how to live for one another.  Send us the Holy Sprit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your witnesses throughout 

the world. 

2020 has been quite a challenging time for us all, both at school and in our own lives at home!  
We have had to adapt and change many aspects of school life in response to Covid-19, keeping our children, staff 
and wider community safe. 
It is thanks to our wonderful children and supportive parents, that we have been able to ensure a full curriculum 
with enjoyable activities for the children to engage in and carry out in a safe environment throughout this difficult 
time. 
As we prepare for Christmas, may we all experience a fresh awareness of the light and hope Jesus brings into the 
world’s darkness. 
“Life is often a desert, it is difficult to walk, but if we trust in God, it can become beautiful and wide as a highway. 
Never lose hope; continue to believe, always, in spite of everything. Hope opens new horizons, making us capable 

of dreaming what is not even imaginable”.         Pope Francis 

Our children make us so proud! 
Last week, staff and children helped to raise a staggering £650.50 for children’s Brain Tumour North East. The 
children had a fantastic day in school, wearing their Christmas jumpers and partaking in the activities led by Liz 
Bailey and our very own ‘Viking on stilts’ who played the Northumbrian pipes. 
Today we received a beautiful message from Liz and Terry (Viking) which made us so proud of our children…. 
“Thank you for allowing us to fundraise for Brain Tumour North East on your Christmas Jumper day. We had a 
great time and your fabulous children were amazing on the day! 
We were ‘blown away’ by your children. They were engaging, kind and so very well behaved, and asked our    
Viking Terry lots and lots of questions, some of which were very amusing such as, ‘Do you just have one pair of 
feet or do you have two pairs?” Terry’s favourite question from a child in Keystage 1 was, “Are you wearing high 
heels?”. 
Thank you everyone for a brilliant day and fundraising for a very important charity!. 

                          Liz Bailey 

School  
closes at 

3.15 p.m. on 
Friday 18th 
December 

for the 
Christmas 

holidays and        
re-opens 
again on 

Monday 4th   
January 

2021 

The Christmas Story 
Unfortunately, Covid restrictions didn’t 
allow us to perform and celebrate with 
everyone, our Christmas Nativities and 
performances in the usual way. 
We have however, recorded ‘The 
Christmas Story’ which will be         
uploaded to the school website before 
the end of this week. 
Please log on to the website where you 
can share in the celebration of The 
Christmas Story which is narrated by 
children across the School. The story is 
punctuated with carol singing from 
each class whilst the Nativity scene is 
performed by children from Reception 
class. We hope you  enjoy the virtual 
performance. 



Covid 19 
It is important for schools to keep a track of any positive Covid-19 tests during the Christmas Holidays,           
particularly in the 48 hours after school closes.  
Therefore, we will send to you, by e-schools a letter from Caroline O’Neill the Strategic Director at Gateshead 
Local Authority which gives instructions on what to do if a child or member of staff tests positive for Covid-
19. A flow chart of procedures will also be sent to you.  
Ms Costello will read and respond to emails once a day and may call you for further details, so please include 
in your email, the child’s name, class, when they were last in school, the date symptoms started, the date of 
test, and date of positive result, along with your contact number. 
We will then carry out a risk assessment in consultation with Public Health Gateshead, and let you know the 
outcome. We will contact any pupils or members of staff who need to self-isolate. 

 
 
 
 

Wishing  all  of our  children, parents, families and 
the wider community,  

a very happy and Holy Christmas. 

Sims Pay 
Can I please remind parents to log onto sims pay on a regular basis 
to pay for your child's school lunches. 

Thank You 
Mrs Gourley went to Gateshead     
Foodbank yesterday to deliver all of the 
donations that you have kindly donated 
over the past few weeks. There was so 
much we had to enlist Mr Gourley to 
assist her with the packing and         
delivering of all of the parcels. The total weight came to 324.81kg, 
which is a huge amount. 

Christmas Mass times at St Mary and St Thomas 
Aquinas Church 

Christmas Eve - 12 noon, 1.30 p.m., 3.00 p.m., 4.30 p.m.,           
6.00 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. 
Christmas Day - 10.00 a.m. 

 
 

Check our website for details - stellachurch.co.uk 

Easy Fund Raising 

Thank you to all our supporters for      
raising donations for us by shopping 
online via #easyfundraising. It's been a 
difficult year and you are helping to make 
a difference, so far we've raised £274.49! 
If you are buying any last-minute gifts, 
shopping the sales or planning any 2021 
getaways, please remember to keep using 
easyfundraising so we don't miss out.  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

stthomasaquinasps/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-c20-

e1 

Plus we get a £5 bonus donation when new     

supporters sign up and raise £5. 

Total raised to date is £615.48 by 71 

supporters 

Thank You 
Thank you to all parents for the lovely Christmas gifts and presents we have received in school. 


