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Year of the Word Prayer 
Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and 
shows us how to live for one another.  Send us the Holy Sprit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your witnesses throughout 

the world. 

Covid  - Attendance Update 

I’m sure most of you are aware of the latest statement from the Prime Minister regarding schools re-opening, but 
wanted to make sure that everyone is up to date. As far as we know, the key announcements from parliament are 
as follows:  
• The earliest schools might begin to re-open is Monday 8th March. 
• There will be a plan set out by the Government on Monday 22nd February with more updates. 
• When the decision to return has been made, schools will get two weeks notice. 
• The DFE have also announced that schools will NOT be open over the half term to any children. 
I do appreciate and understand that keeping children at home, home learning whilst many parents are trying to 
work from home is far from ideal. Children will be missing their friends at school and may become disengaged 
with their learning. A number of parents have shared their concerns with us here at school and whilst I would want 
all children back to school as soon as possible, the decision unfortunately is out of our hands. 
 

I am very grateful for all of the support that all parents/families have given to school throughout these very        
difficult weeks and thank you for all of the lovely comments and emails we have received. 
Some parents have expressed concerns that their child/ren at home are becoming withdrawn, lack motivation and 
are struggling. 
Unfortunately, we have at least two more school weeks of home learning under the current arrangements. I know 
this will be bitterly disappointing and frustrating for many families, but am hopeful that there is an end to        
lockdown in sight. 
When all of the children are able to return to school again, I will be ensuring that a very comprehensive, support 
programme is put in place for all children, but especially those children who have been at home during the      
lockdown. This programme will be focused towards children's well-being as well as addressing any gaps in    
learning. 
I’m sorry that I am unable to accommodate everyone’s wishes but please be re-assured that we listen to all parents 
and try to help as much as we are able. The situation is far from ideal but am hopeful that we will be able to     
welcome all children back very soon. 

Half term holiday 
School closes at 3.15 p.m. Friday 12th 
February for the half term and will          
re-open again on Monday 22nd  February.  

Fun Day - No Home learning 

Friday 12th February is a fun day 
for all children and therefore will 
be no home learning. 

Thank you to all Home Learners 
A very big and special thank you to all of the children working at home as I know that you have all been trying 
very hard with your work.  Your teachers often share your work with me and I’m really proud of all of your 
achievements over the past weeks. It has been lovely to see most of you each morning on ‘Google Meet’ and I   
really look forward to seeing you all back in school very soon. Keep up the great work! 

Reporting Covid during half term 
It is important for schools to keep track of any positive cases of Covid in the run up to the half term holidays and 
during them. Can you please direct all Covid results to Mrs Costello on theresacostello@gateshead.gov.uk. Mrs 
Costello will read and respond to emails once a day and may call you for further details, so please include in your 
email, the child’s name, class, when they were last in school, the date symptoms started, the date of test, and date 
of positive result, along with your contact number. We will then carry out a risk assessment in consultation with 
Public Health Gateshead, and let you know the outcome. We will contact any pupils or members of staff who need 
to self-isolate. 



 
         

 
 

Last week we introduced a new section of the Focus based on well-being - ‘Express Yourself’. 
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/  

Mr Craig shared his sketching with us last week and this week Mr Knox has shared some of his  
leathercraft with us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look at the beautiful embossed leather, and can you see the secret zip pocket on the belt. Mr Knox has always 
liked to make things. He began repairing horse tack for Mrs Knox’s horse which got him interested in leather 
work. Since then he’s made belts, bags, archery guards, pouches, masks, hats and book covers, lots of which have 
been decorated to the make them distinctive. 

Over the half - term holiday why don’t you find a way of expressing yourself and then email into school the      
activity you have been involved with. Hopefully we will then be able to publish your article in the Focus and share 
it with everyone in our school community.  
Some of our home learners in Year 6 have been very busy putting their sewing skills to use.  
Look at the fantastic sewing that some of our boys, Harry, Charlie Shaw and Adam have been doing. Maybe you 
could make your own Angel of the North during the half-term holidays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Look at the different stitching techniques, 
back stitch, running stitches and blanket 

stitch. Well done boys.   

 
 

Happy Half 
Term   Holiday  

 
Stay Safe 

Jerusalema Challenge 
Please keep an eye on the school website for a half term dance challenge! 

Message from Alice Wiseman - Director of Public Health Gateshead 
Council  

It’s not easy fighting Covid and I’m very conscious of the sacrifices you and your 
family have been making for almost 12 months.  In Gateshead, numbers are         
reducing but they aren’t going down as fast as I hoped. Our NHS is still under    
pressure and, sadly, some families have paid the ultimate price.  

 

The rollout of the vaccination programme is progressing well and many of our most 
at-risk residents have been provided with some individual protection. Alongside the 
vaccination role out, as we move into spring, we will have the seasons in our favour 
too and this provides me with cautious optimism.  

 

I know we have asked a lot but I’m asking you for another big push. For now it’s 
critical that we continue to follow the guidance which includes staying at home   
except for essential travel, washing your hands regularly, wearing a face covering, 
maintaining a 2-metre distance from others and not leaving your home to meet    
socially with anyone you do not live with or are not in a support bubble with.  
Thank you. 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/

