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Welcome back to a new school year 
All of the staff are very happy and pleased to welcome back to school all of our children and their parents. A very 
special welcome to all new children parents and their families who have just joined our school community here at 
St Mary and St Thomas Aquinas. 
The children throughout school have settled into school very quickly and calmly and all appear to be enjoying 
their new classes and meeting their new teachers. 
The staffing is as follows: 
    Nursery - Mrs Holmes, Mrs Lamb, Mrs Dixon 
    Reception - Miss Valente, Mr Innerdale 
    Year 1  - Miss Wilson, Mrs Bowden 
    Year 2  - Mrs Gourley, Mrs Mullen 
    Year 3 - Miss Robinson 
    Year 4 - Mrs Robinson, Mrs Dobson 
    Year 5 - Mrs Bennison, Miss Mullen 
    Year 6 - Mrs Horne, Mr Knox 
    ICT & PPA Mr Patterson 
    DHT  - Mr Craig 
    Music Teacher Joe Issa 
    French Teacher Mrs Innerdale  

 

If you have any queries or concerns, then please speak to a member of staff at the beginning or end of each school 
day or telephone the school office.  

Covid 
The last 12 months plus in school were quite disruptive for children, parents and staff. There were lots of activities 
and events to which parents are normally invited to, cancelled because of Covid as well as school educational   
visits out and visitors into school.  
We are hoping that in the near future we can start to invite parents back into school for assemblies, liturgies etc. At 
the moment we are still taking advice from DFE and Gateshead Local Authority who are still advising schools to 
be cautious. As soon as this advise changes we will inform all parents. 
In the  meantime however, we are still surging ahead to ensure that we offer all children throughout school lots of 
exciting and challenging activities within  a carefully planned curriculum.   

Year of St Joseph 
St Joseph, most watchful guardian and loving father.  

 ~ pray for us ~ 

Music 
Following on from the great music tuition delivered by ‘Side by Side Arts’ last term, we are continuing to develop 
this throughout the year. Joe Issa from Side by Side Arts will be teaching music throughout KS2 each Tuesday. 
Joe has lots of experience and is a great musician so we are thrilled that he is able to commit to our school. 
Joe is an accomplished pianist and we are excited to be able to offer private piano lessons at school each   
Wednesday. Joe will be available throughout the day every Wednesday in term time to teach piano. Lessons will 
be taught in groups of two children and last 30 minutes. Each lesson is £10.50 and are paid on a termly basis. It is 
hoped that the first set of lessons will begin on Wednesday 15th September for a 6 week block = £63.00.  Children 
will be given a music tuition book on a loan which they can keep at home and each lesson will be followed up 
with notes which will be sent home to parents.  
This is a fantastic opportunity for children so if your child in interested then I strongly encourage to book up as 
soon as possible as there are only 20 spaces. 



P.E. 
Below is the school P.E. timetable which shows which days each year group has P.E. 
Children should bring their P.E. kits into school only on the days when P.E. is scheduled and then take them home 
at the end of the week. All children will get changed for P.E. in school.  We have very limited space in school to 
store bags etc. and so we politely ask that children bring their P.E. kits in small bags and not large ruck sacks. 
The P.E. kit consists of : White school P.E. t. shirt, navy or black shorts, black plimsoles.  Most P.E. lessons will 
be held outdoors as much as possible and therefore in colder weather the children may wish to wear tracksuit   
bottoms and a school hoodie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rec Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6 

Monday       Baths 

Tuesday        

Wednesday        

Thursday        

Friday        

Swimming 
Swimming lessons are slowly resuming and Year 6 will be attending Dunston Swimming Pool each Monday 
morning until October half term when the situation will be reviewed again. 
A private coach will transport the children to Dunston Pool and children will be supervised by Mr Knox and Miss 
Mullen. 

Healthy School 
Can I please remind parents that we are a healthy 
school and have won many awards for this. We 
encourage children to bring in a piece of fruit or 
vegetable as a snack if they require one at break 
time.  
Children can bring in water bottles into school to 
keep them hydrated in this very humid weather. 
Water bottles can be bought from the school office 
for £2.00. (water is free!) 

Eschools and Pay 360 
These are both computer programmes that we use in school 
to keep parents up to date with what is happening in school.  
Pay 360 (previously called Sims Pay) is an online payment 
system for parents to pay for school lunches, trips and activi-
ties. New parents will be given log in details next week for 
this. 
Eschools is a more popular tool that we use in school as we 
use it on a weekly basis. You will receive the weekly news 
letter via this, book parents evening when the time comes, 
receive text messages and information letters. 
Your password and log in details will be issued early next 
week.  

Dates for your diary 
22 Sept - Governing Body Meeting 
23 Sept - Owl man in school 
29 Sept - School photographer in school 
7 Oct  - Year 5 & Year 6 Mass in church 
7 Oct  - Governing Body Meeting 
14 Oct - Year 6 & Year 5 Mass in church 
21 Oct - Governing Body Meeting 
21 Oct  - Year 4 & Year 3 Mass in church

Uniform 

 

Can I please remind parents to 
put your child's name in their 
uniform. We have left over 
jumpers already and its only 
week one! 

Travel Cot 

We have been given a 
travel cot (which is in 
good condition). Free to a 
good home. Please      
contact the school office. 

Great North Run 
This coming Sunday brings the world famous Great North Run! 
Best of luck to Mr Craig who is running on behalf of the charity Shelter and best of luck to Mrs Gourley who will 
also competing in the race, she is raising money for Versus Arthritis. 
If you are on the side lines, make sure to cheer them along. 
Good luck to all of our children, mams, dads and relatives who will also be competing in the Mini, Junior or big 
Great North Run. 

Half Term Holiday 
25th—29th October inclusive 


