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Shoe Box Appeal 
Our friend Jimmy Thompson visited school this week to ask 
the children to fill a shoebox for a family living in poverty in 
Eastern Europe. 
Each shoebox is for a family - not just a child.  You 
could  include items such a shower gel/shampoo, family 
games, stationery items, gift for mum and dad as well as 
sweets, soft toys, hats and scarves . 
If you would like to help, please return your shoebox to 
school after the half term.  You will bring hope and joy to a 
family in need.  

Year of St Joseph 
St Joseph, most watchful guardian and loving father.  

 ~ pray for us ~ 

Stella Church - 190th Anniversary  1831-2021 
Bishop Robert will be visiting church next Tuesday evening 
for Holy Mass to celebrate 190th Anniversary of the church. 
A group of our children from Year 5 and 6 will be partaking 
in the Mass with Bidding Prayer readings as well as singing. 

Breakfast Club 
Blaydon After School Club will soon be          
advertising Breakfast Club provision. They are 
hoping to start Breakfast Club again in January 
2022 if there is a demand from parents for this. 
More information will follow in forthcoming 
weeks.  

Bikeability 

 

The Bikeability team will be in school next 
week delivering cycle training with Year 5 
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and    
Friday. 
Children in Year 5 should bring their cycles 
into school on Monday morning and park them on the KS2       
veranda. The children are welcome to leave their cycles in the 
school hall each evening and then take them home on Friday 
22nd October. 

Covid-19 Update 
A reminder to all parents about the importance of 
being vigilant and social distancing in these    
challenging times. A number of children across 
the school have been diagnosed with Covid and 
will be isolating for the required period. We still     
encourage all adults to wear face coverings when 
entering school grounds and to try and maintain 
some social distancing. Thank you. 

Year 4 Mass 
Children in Year 4 will be attending Holy Mass 
on Thursday 21st October at 9.10 a.m. in church. 
Parents are welcome to attend. 

Easy fundraising 
Easy fundraising are launching a new  

#ThisMeansMore campaign, giving us more ways 
to raise donations and spread the word in support 

of our cause. 
You would raise over £20 if you use              

easyfundraising for all your online shopping    
between now and the end of the year, and if you 
get 5 friends to do the same, it would mean an 

extra £100. If everyone in the UK shopped 
through easyfundraising, collectively we'd raise 

an extra £1 billion this year. 
 
 
 

More donations means more books, play 
equipment, and more opportunities for St 

Mary & St Thomas Aquinas Primary School 
to make an even bigger difference. 

Click here for more information 

Lunch Monies 
 

Can I please remind parents to log onto Pay 360 on a regular 
basis to make payments for school lunches. 
If you have any trouble accessing this online payment      
software please feel free to contact the school office. 

https://thismeansmore.easyfundraising.org.uk/stthomasaquinasps?utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=thismeansmore-2021&utm_content=supporter_engagement_121021&origin=SE300


End of Term up date 
 

As we come to the end of what has been a busy half term, we feel our children and staff are blossoming and have 
established wonderful relationships throughout school. 

 

So many exciting developments have occurred within our school; we have a new music provider ‘Side by Side 
Arts’ which are not only teaching music throughout the school, but we have also seen the introduction of one-to-
one piano tuition, which is a first here at St. Mary and St. Thomas Aquinas. 

 

As well as this, we have the fantastic Mr. Innerdale who continues to teach whole class guitar lessons in Year 5.  

 

Mr. Patterson continues to develop our school radio station ‘Stella FM’ and our children are thriving when        
presenting during our radio broadcasts in school. Who knows, we may have the next international DJ in our     
presence! 

 

Mrs Robinson has reintroduced sporting events into school following the lifting of certain restrictions. This has  
already seen children celebrated for their great achievements in football and cross country running.  

 

Miss Mullen and Mrs Dobson have both joined our Stella team this year and have both been a great asset to our 
school and in supporting our curriculum development. 

 

Miss Wilson along with the Early Years Team have created outstanding provision throughout the phase with an 
emphasis on gross and fine motor development. We work extremely closely as an Early Years Team, drawing    
upon each other’s strengths and skills to produce the very best for our children and over the last week we have  
decided from this point that Miss Valente will teach our Nursery and Mrs Holmes, who worked with the children 
last academic year, will move into the role as our Reception teacher. The children and staff along with our         
curriculum has already been highlighted as a strength by our school improvement partner.  

 

At the start of this academic year, we welcomed other new members of staff including Miss Robinson and Mrs 
Bennison, both of which have embraced our school Ethos and vision, and along with our established staff they 
have worked extremely hard to make sure all our children feel welcome and thrive within class and around school.  

 

After October half term we continue to enrich our curriculum and are delighted to inform you that we will be 
learning some of the traditional Northumbrian Arts. Year 3 will have the opportunity to work with a specialist 
teacher learning Traditional Clog Dancing and Year 5 will also learn Northumbrian Rapper Dancing.  

 

Finally, yesterday Year 5 took part in a very special Mass with Father Rose and for the first time since the        
pandemic the children were able to celebrate their First Holy Communion Mass together. It was a wonderful     
celebration and reminder of our calling and mission by God to love, care and support one another. Well done Year 
5. Well done children of St. Mary and St. Thomas Aquinas. 
 



Sports Report 

 

Well done to our Year 5/6 children who took part in the first league games of the season. 
 


