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Year of St Joseph 
St Joseph, most watchful guardian and loving father.  

 ~ pray for us ~ 

Well Done 
Well done and thank you to a group of 
pupils from Years 5 and 6 who read 
bidding prayers and sang the ‘Hail 
Mary’ at the  190th celebration Mass 
this week. 
We were all very proud of the children 
and both Fr. Rose and Bishop Robert 
were extremely impressed with the 
children.  

New Curriculum Activities 

After the half term holiday, children in Year 3 and Year 5 will be learning 
clog dancing each Wednesday afternoon. Year 5 children will start ‘Rapper 
dancing’ as soon as contact dancing is allowed , following Covid guidance. 
A specialist teacher, Mrs Ednie Wilson, will be teaching the children. Ednie 
is a talented musician and dancer who will teach the 
children the traditional music and dance of             
Northumbria. 
The first Rapper (sword) dancers on Tyneside were a 
group of men from Winlaton dating back to approx. 
1922. 
Clog dancing developed into its most intricate form in 
the North of England. It was often performed very     
casually by people at home, in the pubs or in the streets. 

Year 3 Mass 

 

The children in Year 
3 will be attending 
Mass in church on 
Thursday 4th         
November 
at 9.10 a.m. 
Parents are     
welcome to 
attend. 

Dates for your diary 
Monday 8th Nov - Nasal Flu 
spray for Rec to Year 6 
Thursday 18th Nov - Year 1 
Mass in church 
Wednesday 24th Nov -     
Theatre Group in school 

 
 
 

School closes tonight (Friday 
22nd October) and re-opens 
again on Monday 1st        
November. 
We hope you all have a good 
holiday. 

Parents Evening 
It feels such a long time since staff and parents were able to meet face to face to discuss and celebrate the 
achievements and progress of children. 
We are hoping to invite parents into school week beginning Monday 29th November for a meeting with their 
child’s class teacher. In order to retain social distancing and being respectful of Covid, the meeting times 
will be spread over the period of a week. 
Parents will be asked to wear a face covering at all times when in school and will be asked to access and 
egress their child’s classroom via the external doors. 
Please go on to the ESchools site and book your slot. Slots will be available from 8.00 a.m. on 2nd           
November. If we are unable to have face to face meetings then the Parents Evening consultation will be via a 
telephone conversation at the time you have selected. More information will follow in due course. 

Romanian Shoe Box Appeal 
Over the half term holidays why don’t you fill a 
shoe box. You could  include items such as shower 
gel/shampoo, family games, stationery items, gifts 
for adults as well as sweets, soft toys, hats and 
scarves .If you would like to help, please return 
your shoebox to school after the half term.  You 
will bring hope and joy to a family in need.  

Pastoral Letter from Bishop Robert Byrne 
Bishop Robert has sent a letter to all children across 
the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle. He is asking 
everyone to pray for the success of the COP26    
meeting which will be held in Glasgow next month.  
For more information please click on the link. 

http://www.stmaryandthomasaquinas.co.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2021/10/Pastoral-Letter-COP26-Primary.pdf  

http://www.stmaryandthomasaquinas.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Pastoral-Letter-COP26-Primary.pdf
http://www.stmaryandthomasaquinas.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Pastoral-Letter-COP26-Primary.pdf


E-Safety     
   Netflix Squid Game 

It has come to our attention that some children in school have been watching either clips from or sometimes the 

whole series of ‘Squid Games’ and then re-enacting this on the school playground.  
This Netflix South Korean thriller series is not appropriate for children (15). It tells the story of debt-ridden people 
competing for a cash prize in a deadly series of children’s games. 

‘Squid Games’ can also be viewed via other platforms such as You tube and Tik Tok. 
The programme is very graphic with lots of violent content. 
Please help us to keep our children safe on-line.  

 
Please click here for more e-Safety information about the Squid Game Series  

 
Please click here for advice on setting up Netflix Parental controls  

Additional Control Measures to manage Covid-19 from 1st November 2021 
We have just been advised today from Alice Wiseman, Director of Public Health and Caroline O’Neill, Director of 
Education that primary schools in Gateshead, from Monday 1st November, have to review our current practice and 
take more proactive steps to reduce the spread of any infection. 
Alice Wiseman says that Covid-19 cases in Gateshead continue to be high and there is a marked increase in   
school-age children becoming infected which is impacting on other children and staff. 
Gateshead LA are asking all schools to re-introduce additional measures to mitigates the risk of Covid-19. 

 
 

From Monday 1st November, we will continue to ; 
• Keep class bubbles 
• Separate playtimes 
• Staggered lunchtimes for staff and children 
• Ensure that occupied spaces are well ventilated 
We will also be ensuring that: 
• Assemblies are limited to class bubbles 
• No keystage or whole school assemblies 
• No non-essential school events organised 
Could we also please encourage ALL parents to wear face coverings when entering the school grounds until      
further notice. 
Public Health Gateshead have said that last week, there were 1021 positive cases which is an increase from 840 the 
previous week. 
Gateshead LA are continuing to monitor the Covid-19 case rate and the impact on schools very closely. They will 
continue to review the situation and if the position in Gateshead improves inform schools as soon as possible. 
 

We recognise that things are not quite as challenging as they were during earlier waves, but Public Health are    
becoming increasingly concerned about the sustained rise in cases. 
 

Your support with this is greatly appreciated. 

Congratulation and Well Done  
Congratulation to Charlie and Emily in Year 4 for     
taking part in the Cleveland Junior Duathlon.  They 
ran, cycled and then ran again.  Overall Emily came in 
as third girl and Charlie came in as second boy.  Well 
done to you both! 

E.Schools Upgrade 
I have been informed by Eschools that they performed 
an  upgrade on the system in July. If your phone was not 
set up for automatic upgrades it may be useful to         
reinstall or upgrade the app. This may assist with a few 
issues that some parents have.  If you know someone 
who is having problems or does not get the newsletter 
electronically, can you please advise them to contact the 
school office. 

 Rec Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6 

Monday       Baths 

Tuesday        

Wednesday        

Thursday        

Friday        

PE TIMETABLE 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-across-platforms-what-parents-need-to-know
https://help.netflix.com/en/node/264


‘See Think Do’ – it’s the Mini Vinnie Way. 

Our Mini Vinnies team is back up and running in school. A huge welcome to the children who have joined the 
group. So many children applied and filled out excellent application forms and due to the large number, the current 
Mini Vinnies decided it would only be fair if we selected the names at random. 

Congratulations and welcome to: 
  Maisie Thompson  Jenny Hanlon  Harley Preece 
  Esteban Mora   Emily Moody  Sophia Lawson 
  Sophia Finley    Louisa Foster      Sebastian MacPhail 
  Heidi Gaughan   Poppy Snowball  Isabella Jordon 
  Mia Best    Ellie Winwood  Anya Conway 
 
 
 
 
 
 


