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19th March 2021

Year of St Joseph

St Joseph, most watchful guardian and loving father.
~ pray for us ~

Children settling back into school

What a great return to school it’s been. There have been so many happy, smiling children, delighted to see
their friends and teachers. Please remember, if your child is struggling with their return to school, we are
here to help, so please phone the school office on 0191 4143116.
Unfortunately, because of the social distancing measures in place at school, it is very difficult to speak to
parents privately at the beginning or end of day.
If you wish to speak to a member of staff, then please don’t hesitate to phone school and we will arrange
for a member of staff to phone you back.
There has been lots of talk in the press about the need for ‘catch-up’, once all children are back in school.
Here at St Mary and St Thomas Aquinas, our first priority is your child’s well-being, which is why all of
last week and a large section of this week, has been ensuring that children are engaged in carefully planned
well-being activities.
Throughout the rest of this term we will be giving children many opportunities to re-establish friendships
with their peers and relationships with staff.
Alongside the many well-being activities the children have been doing this week, they have also been
involved in some gentle assessments to ensure that teachers can provide accurate teaching for your child.
Just after a break from school, like the summer holidays, learning for some children is sometimes forgotten
or needs refreshing. All of our staff are very skilled at this and have a range of strategies and resources to
aid this. Things have been very different for all of our children over the past months but they have
continued to learn; some have been working very successfully at home with great support from their
families, whilst others have been in school. Alongside the curriculum, all of the children have learnt to be
more independent, more resilient etc. as they have adapted so maturely to many different situation they
have been faced with.
I’m sure, like me, we are all very proud of all of our children here at St. Mary and St Thomas Aquinas.
They have and continue to do so, a fantastic job!
Well done children!

Erasmus Project - Europe through my Eyes

We are currently taking part in an Erasmus project with partner schools in Italy, Spain and Romania. The
aim of this project is to learn about the lifestyles, traditions and cultures of different European countries.
The project title is ‘Europe through my Eyes’.
We are currently working on ‘My European Family’ as part of the project. Through this, the children will
think about;
•
family life
•
different things that families do together - activities, hobbies, holidays, trips out and games
•
traditional family meals
We would like to create a montage of English family life. So if over the next few weekends and the Easter
holidays you do something nice as a family (a family meal, play a board game, play a game outdoors, have
a nice trip out etc) then can you send your photos into school to the following email address
hazelamandagreen@gateshead.gov.uk

Erasmus Project Website

Keep up to date with our Erasmus project work on our project website. www.europethroughmyeyes.co.uk
All the work that the children have already completed linked to landmarks can be accessed on the website.
It would be wonderful if you could post some comments on the children’s work.
Thank you

SVP Ozanam Camp - Holy Island 2021

Applications are now open for 2021. You will find information regarding the application process below.
For those of you not familiar with our camp, it has been running on Holy Island every summer since 1954 and
the aim of the camp is to provide a safe and enjoyable week away in a unique location, where children can
engage in a variety of mainly outdoor activities, make new friends and get some much needed time away from
screens! The ‘camp’ is a purpose built hostel, with dormitories containing bunk beds for eight children. The
maximum capacity is 64 per week (a slight reduction from previous years), and we are usually full up! The
camp is run exclusively by volunteers who are all subject to Enhanced DBS Clearance (Criminal Record
Check) and required to undertake annual training. For more information on the camp, please visit our website:
http://www.svpholyislandcamp.co.uk/
Direct link to application form - https://svp1.formstack.com/forms/children_s_application_form_2021
The application process is exactly the same as last year, so those of you who applied then will already be
familiar with it. Unfortunately, our camps have been hit badly by the block on income over the last year due to
the Covid-19 restrictions, so we are forced to increase the cost to £135 per child, per week. However, we can
work with you to agree a payment plan if this would helpful. We will again be allocating places on a ‘first
come, first served’ basis, so please apply as soon as possible. Online applications can be submitted from our
website (address above).
The application process is exactly the same as last year, so those of you who applied then will already be
familiar with it. Unfortunately, our camps have been hit badly by the block on income over the last year due to
the Covid-19 restrictions, so we are forced to increase the cost to £135 per child, per week. However, we can
work with you to agree a payment plan if this would helpful. We will again be allocating places on a ‘first
come, first served’ basis, so please apply as soon as possible. Online applications can be submitted from our
website (address above).
The major change to camp in 2021 from previous years is that all our weeks will now be ‘mixed gender’
weeks, i.e. we are inviting both boys and girls to attend together. As you may be aware, we have been already
been operating with mixed helpers for a number of years, and the National SVP Committee have a wish for all
camps to be mixed in terms of both children and volunteers. For Holy Island, this means we can now offer
completely equal opportunities to both boys and girls. Of course, whilst the boys and girls will attend the same
week, they will have separate dormitories, toilets and shower facilities.

Visit the website for available dates.

Please ask your child to talk with their friends before deciding which week to apply for. Although many
children attend on their own each year and have a great time, we do tend to get a number of drop outs as
children discover that their friends have applied for different weeks and they will not be together. If your child
has a best friend or two that they would really like to share a room with, please note that in the comments
section of the online form.
If there is anything at all you would like to ask or discuss, please contact our team at any time via the email
address below. Unfortunately, due to the fact we are all working full time on our day jobs, we do not have a
phone number for you to call. However, if you would rather discuss a matter over the phone, please email us
with your name and number and we will call you back as soon as we can.
Holy Island Applications Team (Rob Curran, Eileen Stout, Joe Hollamby)
Email: holyislandapplications@hotmail.co.uk

Easter Holidays

School closes at 3.15 p.m. on
Thursday 1st April (this is not an
April fool, it’s true!) and
re-opens again on Monday 19th
April.

Palm Sunday—Sunday 28th March
God’s Story: Palm Sunday - YouTube
Luke 19 The Triumphal Entry - Bible Video
for kids
“Lent is a journey during which the Lord
ask us to follow three steps: almsgiving,
prayer, and
fasting.”
Pope Francis

Forthcoming Election

Advance notice that school
will be closed to ALL pupils
on Thursday 6th May as our
school will be used as a
polling station as in previous
years.

